
The curriculum INTENT
Stimulating enquiring minds

High expectations

Inclusion 

Nurturing lifelong learners

Encompass whole child health and wellbeing



Curriculum  - Scope (Coverage and Challenge – why this?) Curriculum  - Assessment (Timely feedback on component learning)

MFL
At Longton Primary School we follow the National Curriculum for MFL.
We teach the objectives as outlined on our foundation tracker. MFL is taught as a discrete 
subject weekly by a specialist teacher in Years 3 to 6. The MFL curriculum at Longton Primary 
School is based upon the 2014 Primary National Curriculum in England, which provides a 
broad framework and outlines the knowledge and skills taught. This is supported by the 
KAPOW French curriculum. This curriculum supports the specialist teacher whilst also 
allowing class teachers access to the curriculum through lesson plans, resources and video 
tutorials to develop pronunciation. Teachers plan lessons for their class using our progression 
of knowledge and skills document. The curriculum develops listening, speaking, reading, 
writing, grammar and intercultural understanding. When teaching MFL, teachers should 
follow the children’s interests and real-life experiences to ensure their learning is engaging, 
broad and balanced. Before planning a unit of work, teachers should assess children’s prior 
knowledge and understanding to ensure the work planned is pitched at the correct level. A 
variety of teaching approaches are used based on the teacher’s judgement. 
These include active learning, singing, games as well as reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. 

Assessment takes place in a variety of forms.
Pre learning task, knowledge harvest, quiz might recap previous knowledge the children 
should know. Key Stage 2 Staff can access this via the pre and post learning grids for each unit 
they are teaching.
Observations of children working during lessons and engaging with them in conversation 
during lessons and pupil interviews such as snack and chat. 
All written work is marked in line with the school feedback and marking policy. .  
The Foundation subject assessment tracker is progressive from Year 3 to Year 6 allowing all 

staff to see each child's attainment and progress. The tracker along with the specialist 
teachers marking and observations ensures that teaching is pitched at the correct level for 
each child.  

Curriculum  - Disciplinary knowledge  (methods, conventions, rules and practices.  How the subject discipline 
builds new knowledge)

Curriculum  - Knowing more, remembering more (Do pupils remember, long term, crucial content needed for 
subsequent learning?)

Lessons are delivered weekly in Years 3 to 6 by a specialist teacher.
In MFL, skills in speaking, reading and writing another language are developed through a 
multi-sensory approach such as rhymes, songs, stories and repetition. In Upper Key Stage 
Two, children begin to develop their understanding of grammar in French. 

At the start of lessons previous knowledge is recapped .
During lessons teachers may refer back to learning in other units of work to make links show 
similarities and difference to consolidate and extend thinking and learning. 
The curriculum includes cross curricular links  -intercultural understanding links with  
Geography learning about another country and different cultures feeds into children’s 
understanding of the world they live in. English-  the study of another language helps children 
to form a clearer idea of how English works, it develops understanding of grammar looking at 
different sentence structures and word classes also develops meaning of new vocabulary. 
Science – scientific vocabulary has a high number of words that are similar in both French 
and English. Computing –pattern recognition in sentence structure, understanding of word 
classes, ability to spot graphemes. History –  how different languages began, historical events 
and figures.



Curriculum  - Pedagogy (How teaching decisions achieve curricular intent?) Curriculum  - Sequencing (Why now?)

In MFL French vocabulary, facts about France, grammar, reading and writing are areas that 
are planned for and taught. 
Activities are planned to consolidate and develop learning, understanding and application of 
skills and knowledge. 
Careful assessments throughout lessons enable teachers to plan and guide learning at a pace 
suitable for the class, providing support and challenge where necessary. 
SEN children can access through the different ways of teaching – supported by an assistant 
teacher 

Our curriculum is designed with a clear understanding of progression within each Key Stage 
and across the whole school.  Progression grids clearly state what the children should already 
know and where future learning will take them.  This ensures lessons are pitched at the right 
level. Knowledge, skills and vocabulary all have clear progression documents for staff to refer 
to.  This is also evident on our Assessment  tracker which shows data for each objective for 
each child. 
End of key stage statements for KS2 are broken down to show progression across the 2 year 
groups.
Gaps in learning can be picked up and addressed in future years.  The subject  leader analysis 
of end of year data is produced and passed on to the next teacher to inform of any gaps and 
how they might be addressed. 

Curriculum  - Culture (What is the climate of high expectations where pupils’ love of subject can flourish?) Curriculum  - Systems (Key Stage processes and staff support)

MFL is a subject children enjoy. We know this through snack and chat, questionnaires and 
speaking with children. 
They learn vocabulary, singing in French and learning about different aspects of French 
culture. 

• We use TEAMS as a central source of all resources available to staff which can be assessed 
by all school staff. 

• All staff have a login for any KAPOW materials. 
• Specialist teacher feeds back to subject leader weekly.

Curriculum  - Policy (What is the impact of school-wide policies on subject delivery?)

The curriculum policy is up to date and sets out our intent, implementation and impact for the MFL curriculum
The whole school marking policy is consistent across MFL.
Following an annual audit an MFL action plan is created each year to provide opportunities to focus on key areas to further develop the subject. 

We teach MFL to develop cultural capital to prepare children  for the world of work, opportunities to develop skills that are  transferable to learning other languages in key stage 3 and 
beyond.





The study of a foreign language study can open up many opportunities in government, business, medicine, law, 
technology, military, industry, marketing, and more. 

Cultural capital
The teaching of cultural capital through MFL encourages children to have a global and outward thinking view of 
the world. At Longton Primary School, we  want children  to develop understanding, tolerance and an appreciation 
of the rich culture of France. Children learn about food, festivals as part of the MFL curriculum.

Cross Curricular Links 
Through the units of work and the way in which French is taught there are links with Maths, English, Geography, 
Art, Music and PE 

By following the Kapow curriculum the children will have developed the following skills.

•Language comprehension: Listening and reading
•Language production: Speaking and writing
•Pronunciation
•Language-learning strategies
•Cultural awareness



https://www.longton.lancs.sch.uk/page/
mfl/233



• WRIST Subject Leader update November 2021
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Kapow Primary’s French scheme of work aims to instil a love of 
language learning and an awareness of other cultures. We want 
pupils to develop the confidence to communicate in French for 
practical purposes, using both written and spoken French. 
Through our scheme of work, we aim to give pupils a foundation 
for language learning that encourages and enables them to 
apply their skills to learning further languages, developing a 
strong understanding of the English language, facilitating future 
study and opening opportunities to study and work in other 
countries in the future. Kapow Primary’s French scheme of work 
supports pupils to meet the national curriculum end of Key 
stage 2 attainment targets 













Year 3 Plans are uploaded 
onto Planboard by the 
specialist teacher 



Year 4



Year 5























MFL classes lend themselves particularly well to SEN-friendly teaching strategies, 
such as the use of repetition and adopting a multisensory approach – for example, 
learning the alphabet and counting in a foreign language are activities that music 
and singing are used to enhance with SEND children as a way of boosting 
confidence and memory. Actions to accompany new vocabulary and kinaesthetic 
teaching styles are also used to boost SEN students’ chances of success and 
enjoyment.



Social
•  Explore emotions through language 
•  Reflect on different uses of language / choice 

of vocabulary and purpose  
• Explore creativity / imagination
•   Use imagination in group work / pair work
•   Promote self esteem

Moral
•  Encourage respect for other students 
• Encourage respect for other people, their 

language and culture
• Recognise and praise good behaviour choices

Spiritual
• Encourage a collaborative approach to learning 

in pair / group work activities 
•  Create a sense of community 
• Promote independence and self-respect
• Celebrate success – both in and out of school

Cultural
•  Display work that celebrates cultural aspects 

from other countries 
• Take part in events such as Foreign food tasting



Individual Liberty
•  Children will explore their own individual 

liberty by considering themselves as global 
citizens and beginning to explore possibilities 
for travelling to, or even working in, other 
parts of the world when they are older.

Rule of Law
• As part of learning about other cultures, laws 

of France will be mentioned, comparing them 
with British laws.

Democracy
• The MFL classroom must be a democratic 

classroom where all pupils have an equal right 
to be heard and democracy is modelled by the 
teacher and expected of every pupil. Children 
will consider what life is like for individuals 
living in France. 

Mutual Respect and Tolerance
• Mutual respect is taught and given when children are expressing their 

opinions and beliefs. Children are taught and encouraged to show respect to 
each other’s beliefs, feelings and opinions by giving each child a forum to 
share these on with the expectation that these must be listened to.

• Pupils are taught about historical, cultural and religious differences between 
the UK and France. Other cultures are always discussed in a respectful 
manner, emphasising that although things may be different, each culture is 
equally valuable and to be respected.



Adaptations that can be made :
• In French lessons when using Chromebooks, some programs such as 

‘Textivate’, ‘Educandy’, ‘Linguascope’and ‘Languagesonline’ enable the 
teacher to create games that are differentiated so that the more able 
children can practise writing vocabulary as well as understanding its 
meaning. 

•  Different worksheets used in classwork. 
•  Differentiation by questioning in oral activities. 
• Orally, more able pupils shine in quality of pronunciation and intonation
•  Thinking skills tasks develop language learning strategies for more able 

pupils. Reading comprehensions involve some unfamiliar vocabulary to 
be deduced from context and logical thinking. 



Informal Assessment
•Using mini-whiteboards/post-it notes to capture ideas – These can be used to assess 
children’s ability to remember keywords or to record sentence structures when writing. 
Building these methods into each lesson allows children to feel comfortable with mistake 
making and makes sharing ideas normal practice.
•Video recording–Recording children speaking allows the teacher to assess pronunciation 
and spoken language without having to listen to every child within a lesson.
•Games –are a non-threatening method of informal assessment in French. While games 
within lessons can teach new vocabulary and structures, repeating these games 
throughout the week, the term or even the whole year can also be an effective way to 
review learning and assess understanding. 
•Making cross-curricular links – Assessing children’s language skills in the context of 
another curriculum area is a useful way to assess how secure they are in their 
understanding. For example Year 5 lesson uses French action verbs during a PE warm-up 
lesson. Alternatively, the ‘During the week’ section of each lesson suggests different ways 
that learning can be built on in other curriculum areas.

•Use of exercise books – The recording of tasks such as children’s writing and reading in 
French is an effective way to assess understanding in line with the school’s marking and 
feedback policy. 

https://www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/french/upper-key-stage-2/year-5/using-french-verbs-to-describe-a-weeks-activities/sorting-endings-of-french-infinitive-action-verbs/
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